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Ministry of Law

BY EMAIL AND POST
(sarala_subramaniam@mlaw.gov.sg)

100 High Street, #08-02
The Treasury
Singapore 179434

Attention: Ms Sarala Subramaniam

Director (Civil and Legislative Policy), Legal Policy Division

Dear Sarala,

THE LAW SOCIETY OF SINGAPORE’S MEMBERS’ CONSOLIDATED FEEDBACK -
CONSULTATION ON THE PROTECTION FROM ONLINE FALSEHOODS AND
MANIPULATION BILL

1. On 17 April 2019, some of the Law Society Council members, together with Law
Society Secretariat representatives, attended a consultation meeting with Senior
Minister of State Mr Edwin Tong, SC on the matter (the “Meeting”). In addition to the
points shared during the Meeting, it was agreed that the Law Society would consolidate
its members’ views on the Bill and send the same to the Ministry of Law.

2. Please find enclosed, a table setting out our members' consolidated feedback in
response to the Bill, for the Ministry’s consideration.

3. In general, the members’ feedback takes the view that:-

(2}

(b)

(¢}

there are insufficient safeguards to prevent the power given to a Government
Minister, to order an immediate “take down” or carry out an online correction, from
being used for political rather than genuine national security reasons;

the remedy through the Courts, i.e. that civilians can go to Court to overturn an
executive sanction, is insufficient to reverse the potential culture of fear and/or is
an insufficient answer in that it is not easy to proceed in Court on such cases;
and

the definition of when a statement of fact is false as per section 2(2)(b) of the Bill
is vague and potentially overly-broad, which could end up potentially criminalizing
more than just deliberate falsehoods and capturing legitimate public discourse.

4. Please feel free to reach out to Ms Genie Sugene Gan, Director and Head of
Department, Representation and Law Reform, should you require clarifications.
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The Law Society of Singapore

5. The Law Society sincerely hopes that our members’ views will be taken into
consideration, and remains available to engage in further discussion and dialogue with
the Ministry in this regard as considered appropriate.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Gréhery Vijayendran, SC
Presidént, The Law Society of Singapore

(Enclosure)
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