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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME 

As corporate lawyers, equipping ourselves better and exploring new vistas should be our mantra to live 

and work in these volatile times. It is in this spirit that The Law Society of Singapore and the Singapore 

Academy of Law are jointly organising the inaugural Corporate Law Day on 7 July 2021. 

The global economy continues to grapple with the fall-out of the pandemic whilst business owners, 

corporate executives and professionals are still finding their feet in a socially distanced world where 

technology has truly become irreplaceable in facilitating human-to-human interaction. 

The headlines that grab the attention of corporate lawyers are by no means restricted to COVID-19. 

There is an increasing demand for, and awareness by, government and business leaders to address 

issues relating to climate change, environmental protection and social inclusion and equality, and put 

“ESG” at the top of the agenda. 

How technology might transform legal practice and how relevant is ESG to corporate lawyers – these 

are the two themes for Corporate Law Day 2021. Graced by The Honourable Judge of Appeal Steven 

Chong and with a keynote address from Minister for Culture, Community and Youth and Second Minister 

for Law, Mr Edwin Tong, SC, let’s hear from our distinguished guests and Corporate bar colleagues on 

Corporate Law Day 2021, an event you do not want to miss! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------- 

Admin Note to Singapore Practitioners and s36B Foreign Lawyers in relation to the Mandatory 

CPD Scheme: 

Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points are reminded that they must comply strictly with the 

Attendance Policy set out in the CPD Guidelines. For this activity, this includes logging in at the start of 

the webinar and logging out at the conclusion of the webinar in the manner required by the organiser, 

and not being away from any part of the webinar for more than 15 minutes. Participants who do not 

comply with the Attendance Policy will not be able to obtain CPD Points for attending the activity. Please 

refer to http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more information. 

Note: In the course of the event, photographs/videos/interviews of participants could be taken/conducted 

by the Law Society or parties appointed by the Law Society for the purpose of post event publicity, either 

in the Law Society’s official publication/website, social media platforms or any third party’s 

publication/website/social media platforms approved by the Law Society. 
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     PROGRAMME OUTLINE 

Time Programme 

8.45am – 9.15am Registration 

9.15am – 9.30am Opening Remarks 

The Honourable Justice of the Court of Appeal Steven Chong – Supreme Court of Singapore 

9.30am – 10.00am Keynote Address 

Minister Edwin Tong – Minister for Culture, Community and Youth, and Second Minister for Law 

10.00am – 10.30am Topic 1:  Upcoming Changes to the Companies Act and other business entity legislation 

Elgin Tay – Senior Legal Counsel (Legal Services), Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority 
(ACRA) 

10.30am – 11.00am Topic 2: Future reforms - Codification of directors’ duties and the s 216A derivative action? 

Assoc Professor Wee Meng Seng –  Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of 

Singapore; Deputy Director, EW Barker Center for Law & Business; Co-Director, Asian Law Institute 

11.00am – 12.00pm Topic 3: ESG – The New Mantra for Corporations  

Ng Lay San – Senior Vice President, Group Strategic Communications and Sustainability, Sembcorp 

Industries 

12.00pm – 1.00pm  Lunch Break 

1.00pm – 2.15pm Panel 1: Dematerialisation of Share Certificates; Virtual Shareholders’ Meetings; Decentralized Smart 

Contracts – Are all these for Real for Corporate Lawyers?  

Moderator 

Low Kah Keong – Chairperson, Corporate Practice Committee, The Law Society of Singapore; 

Partner, WongPartnership LLP 

 

Panelists  

Abdul Jabbar – Head of Corporate and Transactional Group, Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Sophie Lim – Partner; Co-Head of ESG & Public Policy Practice, Allen & Gledhill LLP  

Sophie Mathur – Partner, Asia Head of Corporate, Linklaters 

2.15pm – 2.30pm Break 

2.30pm – 3.45pm Panel 2:  ESG is not a Corporate Communications Exercise 

Moderator  

Farhana Sharmeen – Partner, Latham & Watkins LLP 

Panelists  

Sandy Foo – Partner; Mergers & Acquisitions/ Sustainability Practice Groups, Member of Executive 

Committee, Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Jeffery Tan – Group General Counsel; Chief Sustainability Officer; Director of Legal & Corporate 

Affairs and Company Secretary of Jardine Cycle & Carriage 

Fang Eu-Lin – Partner, Head of Sustainability and Climate Change Practice, PwC Singapore 

3.45pm – 4.00pm Closing Remarks 

Low Kah Keong – Chairperson, Corporate Practice Committee, The Law Society of Singapore; 

Partner, WongPartnership LLP 

4.00pm End 



OPENING REMARKS 

 

The Honourable Justice of the Court of Appeal Steven Chong – Supreme Court of 

Singapore 

The Honourable Justice Steven Chong graduated with a Bachelor of Laws (Honours) 

from the National University of Singapore in 1982. He was admitted as an advocate and 

solicitor of the Supreme Court of Singapore in 1983, and entered into legal practice with 

one of Singapore’s top law firms, Drew & Napier, that same year. He eventually became 

its Joint Managing Partner at the end of 1997. In 1998, Justice Chong joined another 

leading Singapore law firm, Rajah & Tann, where he was appointed, first, Senior Partner 

and then Managing Partner. In January 1998, he was also appointed Senior Counsel. 

After 27 years in legal practice, he was appointed to the Bench on 1 October 2009. 

Justice Chong served as the Attorney-General of the Republic of Singapore from 25 

June 2012 to 24 June 2014. Upon completion of his term, he returned to the Supreme 

Court as a High Court Judge. On 1 April 2017, he was appointed Judge of Appeal. 

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

 

Minister Edwin Tong – Minister for Culture, Community and Youth, and Second 

Minister for Law 

Mr Edwin Tong SC was appointed Minister for Culture, Community and Youth and Second 

Minister for Law on 27 July 2020. Prior to this, he served as the Senior Minister of State 

at the Ministry of Law and the Ministry of Health from 1 July 2018 to 26 July 2020. 

At the Ministry of Law, he focuses on the development and promotion of Singapore’s legal 

and dispute resolution sector. He also handles wide-ranging aspects of law reform, 

including intellectual property, corporate restructuring and insolvency, and legal aid.  

Before taking office, Mr Tong spent his entire working life at Allen & Gledhill LLP, one of 

the largest law practices in Singapore, where he practised extensively in corporate and 

commercial disputes, restructuring and insolvency matters, and international arbitration. 

In that time, he was concurrently Head of the Restructuring and Corporate Insolvency 

Department, Co-Head of the Litigation and Dispute Resolution Department, and a member 

of the Exco. He was widely acknowledged to be a leading lawyer of the Singapore Bar, 

and was consistently cited and recommended for his expertise in dispute resolution and 

as a restructuring and insolvency practitioner in various leading international legal 

publications. In recognition of his advocacy skills, professional standing and extensive 

knowledge of the law, he was appointed Senior Counsel in 2015. 

Mr Tong was educated at St Joseph’s Institution, Raffles Junior College and later read 

law at the National University of Singapore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPEAKERS’ PROFILES 

 

Elgin Tay – Senior Legal Counsel (Legal Services), Accounting and Corporate 

Regulatory Authority (ACRA) 

Elgin is a Senior Legal Counsel and Assistant Registrar in the Legal Services Department 

of the Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority (“ACRA”). Prior to joining ACRA in 

2015, he served in the Supreme Court of Singapore and the Ministry of Law. In his 6 years 

with ACRA, he worked on legal and policy developments relating to company law, advised 

ACRA departments on legal matters, staffed the Corporate Law Advisory Panel, and 

prepared Registrar’s Interpretations for publication. His latest completed project is the 

launch of the public consultation on proposed amendments to the Companies Act in 2020, 

which include the Report of the Companies Act Working Group (“CAWG”). The CAWG 

was appointed by ACRA to undertake a focused review of the Companies Act with the 

aim of promoting a more pro-business environment while upholding market confidence 

and safeguarding public interest. The CAWG is chaired by Professor Tan Cheng Han, 

S.C. and comprises eight members drawn from relevant stakeholders in both the private 

and the public sector, and from varied backgrounds, including representatives from local 

and international law firms, industry associations and regulators. 

 

 

Assoc Professor Wee Meng Seng –  Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National 

University of Singapore; Deputy Director, EW Barker Center for Law & Business; 

Co-Director, Asian Law Institute 

Dr Wee Meng Seng is an Associate Professor, Co-Director of the Asian Law Institute and 

Deputy Director and Head (Corporate Law) of the EW Barker Centre for Law & Business 

at the Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore (NUS), and an editorial member of 

the Singapore Journal of Legal Studies.  He obtained his LLB from NUS, BCL (First Class) 

and DPhil from Oxford. He teaches and researches on corporate insolvency law and 

company law.  He has published articles in flagship journals in the UK and Singapore such 

as the Law Quarterly Review, Lloyd’s Maritime and Commercial Law Quarterly, Journal of 

Business Law and Singapore Journal of Legal Studies, and chapters in OUP and CUP 

books. His writings have been cited by fellow academics and the courts, including the 

Singapore Court of Appeal and the Australian Federal Court. He has been invited regularly 

to speak at local and international conferences.  He was a visiting professor at the China 

University of Political Science and Law and the Capital University of Economics and 

Business, and has delivered public lectures and given seminars at various universities, 

including Oxford University, Tsinghua University, Shanghai Jiaotong University and Jindal 

Global Law School. He was a member of the Insolvency Law Review Committee 

appointed by the Singapore government to make recommendations to reform Singapore’s 

personal and corporate insolvency laws, and has served as a consultant to government 

bodies, local and international law firms. 

 

 



 

Ng Lay San – Senior Vice President, Group Strategic Communications and 

Sustainability, Sembcorp Industries 

Lay San is Senior Vice President, Group Strategic Communications and Sustainability at 

Sembcorp Industries, a leading provider of sustainable solutions listed on the main board 

of the Singapore Exchange. She leads the investor relations and sustainability functions 

at Sembcorp’s global headquarters, as well as the strategic development and 

implementation of global corporate communications activities across the Group. She has 

over 20 years of experience spanning strategic planning, investor relations and financial 

communications, sustainability, as well as corporate communications and issues 

management. 

Lay San is also the secretary of the Global Compact Network Singapore. 

She read Philosophy, Politics and Economics at the University of Oxford, and is a 

Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) charter holder.  

 

 

Low Kah Keong – Chairperson, Corporate Practice Committee, The Law Society of 

Singapore; Partner, WongPartnership LLP 

LOW Kah Keong is the Head of the Asset Management & Funds Practice and is a Partner 

in the Corporate/Mergers & Acquisitions Practice. 

In the arena of asset management, Kah Keong has acted for sponsors and fund managers 

of private equity funds, real estate funds, venture capital funds, hedge funds and regulated 

collective investment schemes. He has advised on the Singapore Tax Resident Fund 

Scheme and licensing considerations under the Securities and Futures Act of Singapore 

and the Financial Advisers Act of Singapore. In his practice, Kah Keong has also advised 

sovereign wealth funds and insurance companies in their capacity as limited partners. 

Kah Keong is recommended as a leading practitioner in Investment Funds work in The 

Legal 500: Asia Pacific – The Client’s Guide to the Asia Pacific Legal Profession, 

IFLR1000 - The Guide to the World’s Leading Financial Law Firms, Expert Guides – Guide 

to the World's Leading Investment Funds Lawyers; Chambers Asia-Pacific – Asia- 

Pacific's Leading Lawyers for Business since 2010; Best Lawyers in the area of Mutual 

Funds; and Who's Who Legal: Private Funds 2019 in the chapters of Regulatory and 

Formation. In Chambers Asia-Pacific – Asia-Pacific's Leading Lawyers for Business 

Edition 2018, a client has said he "values him for his practical advice" and "he knows legal 

and regulatory matters well". He is also recommended as a leading lawyer by Asialaw 

Leading Lawyers – The Guide to Asia-Pacific's Leading Lawyers in the area of Investment 

Funds since 2013. 

Kah Keong graduated from the National University of Singapore. He is admitted to the 

Singapore Bar and to the Roll of Solicitors of England & Wales.  

 

 



 

Abdul Jabbar – Head of Corporate and Transactional Group, Rajah & Tann 

Singapore LLP 

Jabbar is the head of Rajah & Tann Singapore’s corporate and transactional practice and 

a member of its’ executive committee.  He has more than 20 years of extensive experience 

in mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, banking and finance, general commercial and 

private client work, both local and international. 

Jabbar has been listed as a leading practitioner in Who's Who Legal – M&A and 

Governance from 2017 to 2020, as well as in Who’s Who Legal – Management Labour 

and Employment from 2011 to 2020. He has also been recommended in The Legal 500 

(Corporate and M&A) and cited as providing his clients with 'consistently sound advice'. 

He is also recognised as a leading practitioner in Legal Week’s Private Client Global Elite. 

In the course of his mergers and acquisitions practice, he has acted for both purchasers 

and sellers in a wide range of cross-border and local merger and acquisition transactions. 

He also advises regularly on transfer of businesses and undertakings, statutory 

amalgamations, joint ventures, partnership agreements, group reorganisations and 

company disposals. 

In the course of his banking and finance practice, Jabbar regularly acts for both lenders 

and borrowers in a wide range of cross-border and local financing transactions, including 

both conventional and Islamic financing transactions and debt capital market transactions 

such as bond issuances and securitisation transactions.  

Jabbar also advises companies on corporate governance, compliance and regulatory 

matters. He serves on the board as company secretary to numerous private and public 

listed and unlisted companies as well as several registered foreign companies with 

Singapore branches. 

 

 

Sophie Lim – Partner; Co-Head of ESG & Public Policy Practice, Allen & Gledhill 

LLP 

Sophie is a Partner in the Firm’s Corporate & Commercial Department and Co-Head of its 

ESG & Public Policy Practice. 

Sophie’s range of competencies encompass advising on corporate regulatory compliance 

and corporate governance for SGX-ST listed companies and private companies, listing of 

Singapore companies on NYSE and NASDAQ, employee equity incentive schemes, 

corporate reorganisations and employment. 

She has extensive experience advising NASDAQ and NYSE-listed Singapore companies 

on complex dual-jurisdiction compliance issues, from its IPO to post-listing acquisitions 

and regulatory compliance work. 

She also advises public listed companies and private companies in the design of 

innovative equity and phantom incentive plans for founders, senior management and 

employees. 

Sophie regularly assists foreign corporations in setting up a presence in Singapore, in 

undertaking corporate restructurings and also advises company directors on their duties, 

responsibilities and potential liabilities. 

Sophie joined the Firm in 1997 shortly after she was called to the Singapore Bar and has 

been a Partner since 2004. 



 

Sophie Mathur – Partner, Asia Head of Corporate, Linklaters  

 

Sophie is Linklaters’ Asia Head of Corporate and leads the Singapore Corporate practice 

that has been consistently ranked Band 1 in leading legal directories for more than the last 

decade. She has over 20 years of experience and specialises in cross-border joint 

ventures and M&A across Southeast Asia. Sophie is English and Singapore-qualified.  

 

Sophie is recognised as a Band 1 lawyer by Chambers 2021 and a Leading Individual 

by Legal 500 2021, with the directories noting that she “is a terrific lawyer who is 

technically gifted and execution-driven, and able to navigate different legal cultures” and 

"the gold standard for M&A in the region." Sophie was also named Legal Innovator of 

the Year by the FT Innovative Lawyers Awards – Asia-Pacific 2017. 

 

As one of the firm’s Global Co-Heads of Innovation, Sophie actively promotes a culture of 

innovation and the use of legal technology in the firm. She plays an integral part in the 

firm’s development of various AI-powered legal technologies and is passionate about 

developing talent and finding new ways of working (with technology or otherwise) to help 

lawyers manage the demands of an exacting profession. 

 

 

Farhana Sharmeen – Partner, Latham & Watkins LLP 

Farhana Sharmeen is a partner in the Corporate Department of Latham & Watkins’ 

Singapore office and heads the firm’s Singapore law practice. Ms. Sharmeen’s practice 

focuses on both corporate (mergers and acquisitions, investment funds, and debt capital 

markets) and finance (acquisition finance, structured finance, and leveraged finance) 

transactions. Ms. Sharmeen also advises on general corporate matters, including 

regulatory compliance, corporate governance issues. She has particular experience 

representing clients in real estate, financial institutions, and luxury goods industry. Ms. 

Sharmeen is also part of the FIG/ESG Taskforce within Latham & Watkins. 

With over 20 years’ experience, Ms. Sharmeen has worked on some of the most complex 

corporate and finance transactions and regulatory structures and has been cited as a 

leading lawyer in numerous publications including Chambers Asia-Pacific/Global and 

Legal 500. Ms. Sharmeen is adept at handling private equity and strategic investments. 

She is also well equipped to advise on acquisition finance and corporate governance 

matters and has been cited as a leading lawyer in numerous publications including 

Chambers Asia-Pacific/Global and Legal 500 including as a leading lawyer for 

Corporate/M&A in Chambers Asia-Pacific/Global in 2021. 

 

 

 

 



 

Sandy Foo – Partner; Mergers & Acquisitions/ Sustainability Practice Groups, 

Member of Executive Committee, Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Sandy Foo is an M&A partner at Rajah & Tann Singapore, a member of its Executive 

Committee and also part of the firm’s Sustainability practice group.  

In more than two decades of practice, Sandy has led numerous significant and award-

winning deals in Singapore and Asia and has been identified by Asian Legal Business as 

one of Asia’s top 15 M&A lawyers in their inaugural 2021 ranking. Sandy has been 

consistently endorsed as a recommended/leading lawyer in major ranking publications 

such as Chambers Asia-Pacific, Chambers Global, The Legal 500 Asia Pacific, IFLR1000, 

Who’s Who Legal and Best Lawyers. Accolades in these publications describe her as an 

“excellent technical lawyer” who is yet “pragmatic and never dogmatic” – “sharp, 

responsive, dedicated”, “very proactive and very solution-oriented”, “a great negotiator to 

have on your side” who is “very capable, quick off the mark and commercially minded” and 

trusted with the big-ticket transactions.  

In recent years, in the deals she has worked on, Sandy has noticed an increased and 

marked emphasis on impact investing/ ESG but also therefore a tendency towards 

greenwashing and she is much looking forward to hearing the views of the panellists! 

 

 

Jeffery Tan – Group General Counsel; Chief Sustainability Officer; Director of 

Legal & Corporate Affairs and Company Secretary of Jardine Cycle & Carriage 

Jeffery is the Group General Counsel; Chief Sustainability Officer; Director, Legal & 

Corporate Affairs; and Company Secretary of Jardine Cycle & Carriage since April 2016. 

He is responsible for legal, compliance, company secretarial, sustainability matters, 

communications and public affairs at the Group level. He is also the Chief Executive 

Officer and Company Secretary of MINDSET, a registered charity of Jardine Matheson in 

Singapore. He is a Board Member of the Singapore International Chamber of Commerce.  

Before joining the Group, he was Group General Counsel, Chief Compliance Officer and 

Board Secretary for UTAC Holdings Ltd. Prior to that, he has over 20 years of private 

practice and in-house legal experience with Allen & Gledhill, DLA Piper, Siemens and 

Motorola. He was also President of Motorola Singapore for five years.  

 

Jeffery has an LLB (Honours) from the National University of Singapore. He is a senior 

Advocate & Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Singapore, and a senior Solicitor of England 

& Wales. He also completed the Senior Executive Management Program at Northwestern 

University – Kellogg School of Management and the Driving Strategic Innovation Program 

conducted by MIT’s Sloan School of Management and IMD. 

 



 

Fang Eu-Lin – Partner, Head of Sustainability and Climate Change Practice, PwC 

Singapore 

Eu-Lin leads the Sustainability & Climate Change practice at PwC Singapore where she 

helps clients strategise, implement, report and obtain assurance across a range of climate 

change and sustainability issues. This includes but not limited to in the areas of carbon 

measurement, decarbonisation and net zero pathways, climate risk assessments, 

Sustainable Development Goals prioritisation, green and sustainable finance, 

sustainability strategy and sustainability reporting. She has worked in London and 

Singapore and served clients across financial services, government, real estate, marine, 

oil and gas, consumer, resources and telecommunications. Her experiences are across 

advisory, audit, governance and risk management.  

Eu-Lin is a Chartered Accountant, an alumnus of Harvard Business School and holds a 

degree in Accounting and Finance from the University of New South Wales, Sydney. She 

is concurrently completing her Masters in Public Administration at Harvard Kennedy 

School, Harvard University. Eu-Lin is an accredited Carbon Tax verifier and serves on 

committees in the Ministry of Sustainability and Environment (Expert Board of Appeals for 

the Singapore Carbon Pricing Act and the SG Eco-Fund).  

Eu-Lin serves on not-for-profit boards where she is a board member and Audit & Risk 

Committee Chairman of a healthcare related board and an international school. She is 

also the board member of an Institute of Higher Learning and the Deputy Chairman of its 

business school.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGISTRATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To register, please visit our website at: https://www.lawsociety.org.sg/CPD-Portal/Law-Society-Events.  

For enquiries, please contact us at cpd@lawsoc.org.sg or 6530-0225. 

 

1. Terms and Conditions 

 

1.1. Registration closes on the date as stipulated on the registration page or when all seats are filled. 

1.2. Allocation of seats is on a first-come-first-served basis and there are limited seats for each programme. 

1.3. The registration fee is due and payable upon registration and must be received prior to the programme. 

1.4. Payment must be made by the closing date stated. Registration will only be confirmed upon receipt of full 

payment. 

1.5. The Law Society reserves the right to refuse to register or admit any participant, and to cancel or postpone 

the programme. 

1.6. For paid registrations, a substitute delegate is welcome, provided that The Law Society is notified in 

writing of the substitute delegate’s name and particulars at least 3 working days before the programme. 

 

2. Cancellation and Refund of Fees 

 

2.1. Participants who cancel their registration before the commencement date shall be liable to pay the 

percentage of the registration fee set out as follows: 

i. 20 calendar days before commencement date: 25% of registration fee. 

ii. 8 to 19 calendar days before commencement date: 50% of registration fee. 

iii. 7 calendar days or less before commencement date: 100% of registration fee. 

2.2. Participants who cancel their registration without prior payment shall also be liable to the cancellation 

fee set out in 2.1. In the event that the payment for cancellation fee is not received despite multiple 

chasers, a tax invoice will be issued and mailed to your law practice/organisation. 

2.3. Participants who are unable to attend the programme due to medical exigencies will be subject to a 

cancellation fee of 50% of the registration fee. 

Registration Fees 

Category 

Fees 

(Inclusive of 7% GST and course materials) 

AM Session: 

Lectures ONLY 

PM Session: 

Panels ONLY 

Full Day: 

All Lectures and Panels 

Law Society/SAL 

Member 

$53.50 $53.50 $85.60 

Non-Member $107.00 $107.00 $171.20 

 


